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Dear Friends, 

 There are times when I hate writing newsletters. They seem like some 

sort of horrible torture that is designed for pastors every single month con-

cocted by the editor and church secretary. As the pastor, Iõm supposed to 

come up with something vaguely inspirational that will sound nice and maybe, 

just maybe make people think a bit. The reality is that as I flip through my 

brain, it can feel like a dry dusty tome with nothing but lifeless words and 

seemingly random ideas. 

 But then, just as I begin to despair of ever getting anything suddenly a 

bit of an idea begins to pop. It is as if Iõm looking at one of those pages in that 

dry dusty tome, when suddenly a little bit of color 

seems to bloom in one of the corners of those pages. 

That color begins to spread and the words that were 

once lifeless and dull, now begin to not only have life, 

but begin to grow and change and live. Soon, quite 

suddenly out of the pages of this dead book of a 

brain, connections grow, sprout and flourish, and 

where before there was nothing but dust and dry-

ness, there is a lush verdant foliage of new growth, and suddenly there it is, 

the idea for my newsletter. 

 This is what Easter is like. 

 Easter is very much those moments in our lives when things seem 

dead and dull and suddenly life and new possibilities emerge where before 

there was nothing. If they had been there before, we had no way of knowing. 

We could see no trace of it. Only in looking back after we experience our re-

birth are we able to see those things that contribute to it- we are never able to 

see them at that time. The disciples on that Saturday between Good Friday 

and Easter could not see it. It was only after they experienced the risen Christ, 

the most unexpected of things, that they looked back and saw all that Jesus 

had said and done and said to themselves, òOf course, this is Godõs saving 

work in the world.ó  

 It does not matter if it is the smallest of annoyances, (like the writing of 

the church newsletter) or the largest of calamities. Easter is the joy of Godõs 

unexpected grace in our lives. This is the hope that we have in Christ Jesus 

our Lord, that while things may be dark and dangerous, God can and does 

bring life and light into peoples lives. Let that light shine in you this Easter 

season. 

      Peace, 

      Jason 
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Lectionary  

Readings for  

April 2010 
 

Apr 1  
(Maundy Thursday)  
Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10), 
11-14  
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19  
1 Corinthians 11:23-26  
John 13:1-17, 31b-35  
 

Apr 2 (Good Friday)  
Isaiah 52:13, 53:12  
Psalm 22  
Hebrews 10:16-25 or 
Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9  
John 18:1,19:42  
 

Apr 4 (Easter / Resur-
rection of the Lord)  
Acts 10:34-43 or 
Isaiah 65:17-25  
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
or Acts 10:34-43  
John 20:1-18 or 
Luke 24:1-12  
Easter Evening:  
Isaiah 25:6-9  
Psalm 114  
1 Corinthians 5:6b-8  
Luke 24:13-49  
 

Apr 11 (2nd Sunday of 
Easter)  
Acts 5:27-32  
Psalm 118:14-29 or 
Psalm 150  
Revelation 1:4-8  
John 20:19-31  
 

Apr 18 (3rd Sunday of 
Easter)  
Acts 9:1-6 (7-20)  
Psalm 30  
Revelation 5:11-14  
John 21:1-19  
 

Apr 25 (4th Sunday of 
Easter)  
Acts 9:36-43  
Psalm 23  
Revelation 7:9-17  
John 10:22-30  
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 2010 BASKET SALE 
April 25,  

during Fellowship Coffee 
 

Itõs time for our Annual Basket Sale to raise funds for 

our childrenõs Vacation Bible School and  

Christian Education Department! 

This year our VBS program will be Galactic BlastñA 

Cosmic Adventure Praising God. We have great ideas 

for the week. We always have a BLAST but this year we 

will have a Galactic Blast!  

(VBS will be August 2 thru 6) 

The Basket Sale is always a big success because of all of 

you! We need people to donate basketsñchoose what 

ever theme appeals to you. In the past we have had bas-

kets with gardening supplies, flowers, 

books, toys, dress up goodies, be creative! And we need peo-

ple to come to the auction on 

April 25th and bid on all the wonderful items. (Thereõs always 

some special surprise items, that arenõt baskets, too!) 

Please come make this the best auction ever! 

By Chris Hoge, Treasurer 

     

 This year, the Finance Committee has decided to make a 

pledge to the congregation to try and keep you up to date 

on our financial position throughout the year so you will 

have a better understanding of how we are doing. If at any 

time you would like clarification or more information just ask me and if I donõt know 

the answer, Iõll find out and get back to you.  

As you can see from the numbers below, so far, we are looking good. Our income 

exceeded our expense in both January and February.  

You may wonder why the budget shows that we expected the expenses to exceed 

income. Two reasons. On the income side we budget 1/12th of the total pledges 

each month. In  January, several of our members elected to pay their entire pledge or 

paid ahead on their pledge. This caused our income to be higher than we expected. 

The expenses are budgeted to be high early in the year because of the cost of snow 

removal and higher utilities and our expenses have been even higher than we ex-

pected. Fortunately, the early payments were a big help and we are still in the black 

for the year! 
 

    February 2010                     Total Year 

                            Actual      Budgeted         Actual       Budgeted 

Income    $14,947.40       $16,108.46                   $ 39,640.78          $32,216.92 

Expense     $ 14,451.49       $16,941.25               $ 37,396.94          $36,294.50 

Net Income      $     495.91    <$      832.79>                 $   2,243.84       <$   4,077.58> 

 

W ANT  TO  

SIMPLIFY  

YOUR  

L IFE ? 

Have you thought 

about setting up your 

pledge on your online 

bill pay account? 
This is an easy way 

that some of our members 

are already taking advan-

tage of to simplify the 

process of paying their 

pledge.  

If you are doing online 

banking and taking advan-

tage of the ease of setting 

up your monthly bills to 

pay automatically, you 

might want to consider 

setting up your pledge to 

come out on a regular ba-

sis.  

Thereõs nothing fancy 

involved. Just set up your 

bill pay to create a check 

weekly/monthly/quarterly 

to Overland Park Presbyte-

rian Church. In the memo 

line put the description 

òpledgeó and when the 

check is delivered to the 

church on what ever day 

you decide, it will be de-

posited and your pledge 

account will be credited. 

You donõt need any 

special numbersñjust our 

address: 8029 Overland 

Park Drive, Overland Park, 

KS 66204. Set it up and 

forget itñit all happens 

automatically after that! 

If you have any ques-

tions contact the office or 

Pam Crowe, chair of the 

Finance Committee.  
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     April is Facial Protection Month. The purpose is to 

encourage athletes, students, adults and children to 

protect their face, head, and teeth during activities.  

     Every home should have and use a pair of ANSI ð ap-

proved protective eyewear. 40% of at home eye injuries 

occur during activities like cooking, yard work or home 

repairs and in 78% of these eye protection was not 

worn. (American Academy of Ophthalmology and Ameri-

can Society of Ocular Trauma)  

Appropriate use of helmets, facemasks and mouth guards protects the face 

and mouth from injuries.  36% of all unintentional injuries to children and adoles-

cents are sport related. There appears to be a high incidence of oro-facial injuries 

in 8 year olds.  

Bicycle helmets decrease the incidence of facial injury to the upper and mid 

face by 65%.  

Wearing a sunscreen appropriately can prevent the damage skin cancers and 

their treatment can do to the face. 

Oral and maxillofacial surgeons recommend buckling up your seat belt.  

April 1 

9:30 a.m. 
     Remember, even if you donõt sew, the 
Group can always find a job just for you! And 

you can enjoy the fellowship, Potluck and 

monthly birthday celebrations, too!  

The Sewing Group completed another estate 

sale in February and is gearing up for the  

 Spring Trash and Treasure Sale,  

  April 15, 16, and 17!  
Get a head start on your spring cleaning and 

start gathering items now. (No clothing items, 

please!) You can drop them off in the fellowship 

hall. (Leave them on the stage please.) The Sewing 

Group does most of the work, but we can all help by 

bringing items for another 

successful sale.  

     We will need volunteers to 

help set up the sale and with clean up afterward. If you 

have a truck and can help pick up large items, that would 

be wonderful. Contact Laura Pieper if you would like to vol-

unteer.  

     We also need volunteers to make food items. The sale 

lasts three days so we need lots of goodies! The baked 

items always go fast ,so call Marilyn Batt if you can help 

out!  

Mark the date! 

Our next Movie Night is 

scheduled for  

April 23 AND not only do  

we have a great film 

planned, we will be hav-

ing Pizza from Wheat 

State Pizza! 

Dinner starts at 

 6:00 pm followed by 

the movie at 7:00 pm. 

 

The movie is: 

òThe Blind Sideó 

With 

Oscar winner 

Sandra Bullock 

And  

Tim McGraw 
.  

Donations are greatly 

appreciated and will be 

used to help pay for our 

100th Anniversary  

celebration.  

By Linda Williams 


