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Dear Friends, 

 This past week as I was thinking about Advent and Christmas, I 

was reminded of a conversation that I had with a friend of mine while I 

was in seminary. We were talking about a confirmation class that he 

was teaching. Everyone was sitting around and talking about Christmas, 

and my friend asked the kids, òWhatõs the big deal about Christmas? 

What do we celebrate?ó 

 Well of course, there was the answer that it was about Jesus, we 

celebrate Jesusõ birth. But my friend said an interesting thing. He said, 

òNo it isnõt about Jesus. Jesus had just been born, he hasnõt done any-

thing yet.ó I was somewhat taken aback by 

his answer, but as I thought about it some 

more, what he said makes a lot of sense. 

 While Christmas is the day that we 

celebrate Jesusõ birth, the more central as-

pect of Christmas is something very differ-

ent. On Christmas we celebrate the fulfill-

ment of Godõs promise to his people. God 

promised that he would send a messiah, 

one who would save the world. On Christmas we celebrate the faithful-

ness of God to the promises and covenants that he makes with us. 

 But before we get to the fulfillment of the covenant, there is al-

ways waiting, as much as we might dislike it. Advent is the season of 

waiting. It is a time of anticipation and reflection. During this time of the 

year we remember how long the world had to wait for a Messiah. We 

remember that we are in a time of waiting too. We are not in a time of 

anticipation for the holiday shopping sprees (at least weõre not sup-

posed to be). We are not supposed to be waiting in anticipation for glitzy 

presents, or our favorite holiday movies. We are waiting for Christõs re-

turn. Christ promised that he would come again, and that when he does 

he will bring the peace and love that our world so desperately needs. 

This is our hope. This is our salvation. This is what we actively wait for 

and work towards. 

        Happy waiting . . . 
 

              Jason  
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Come  

Celebrate  

Advent and  

Christmas  

With us!  
 

December 6  

2nd Sunday in 

Advent 

Christmas Cantata 

performed by our 

Chancel Choir 

 

December 13 

3rd Sunday in 

Advent 

Special Music by 

American Legion 

Brass Ensemble 

 

December 20 

4th Sunday in 

Advent 

Childrenõs Christmas 

Program 

5:30 Caroling at 

Nursing Homes and 

Homebound 

 

December 24 

Christmas Eve  

Service 

 

December 27 

Fifth Sunday Potluck 
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Join Pastor Jason for an Advent Study, entitled  

òAdvent Through the Eyes of Those Who Waitedó 

 beginning Tuesday, Dec. 1, at 6:00 pm. This is a brown bag 

study, so come at 5:15 pm to chat and chew! The study group will 

meet each week during advent.  

To Our Mission 
Programs 
Volunteers 

     To all the people who 

donate their time, talent, 

and money to helping oth-

ers in our community, we 

say a heartfelt:  

: 

 

The Cross-Lines Lunch 

Program. To the people 

who donate food and 

money, the people who 

prepare the food ahead of 

time, the people in the 

kitchen on our serving 

days, and the people on 

the serving line; 

IHN: To Marianne Wor-

thington for coordinating 

our program and the peo-

ple who donate paper 

goods for our host church 

and help with the laundry; 

The Sewing Group: To 

Laura Pieper and all the 

volunteers who make bibs 

and quilts for the people 

living at Presbyterian 

Manor;   

The Couplesõ Group and 

L.E.O.S.: To the members 

who are making Christmas 

special for the two senior 

citizens they adopted for 

Christmas; 

And to all the members 

of the church who support 

the Angel Tree, Cross-

Lines Back to School pro-

gram, Operation Christ-

mas Child, Safehome, and 

Harvesters with their gifts 

of time, money and items 

of clothing or food.  
 

BE  A N  A N G E L  T H I S  Y E A R  

During Advent we are having an òAngel Treeó to help supply some of the 

needs of the Baby Closet at Argentine United Presbyterian Church. 

The urgent need again this year is for 

diapers (new born to size 5) and advanced 

with iron formula (Similac). You may take 

an angel form the tree and bring back the 

item listed and put it under the tree. The 

items will be delivered after Christmas. 

Additional items needed include: 

clothes for both girls and boys, newborn to 

2 years of ageñespecially little pajamas 

(not small), and socks ñreceiving blankets, and baby wipes. If you canõt shop 

for specific items, see Shirley Feightner about making a monetary contribution 

that can be used to buy needed items. 

All the children of the church are in-
vited to participate in our 2009 Chil-

drenõs Christmas Program!  
 

Just show up for practice at  
10:00 a.m., Saturday,  

December 12 & 19  
 

There are parts for everyone! Parents 
are welcome to come to practices. Who  
knows? Sometimes parents become part 
of the supporting cast or members of 

the crew. If you have any questions, see 
Miss Regina or a member of the Chris-

tian Education Committee  

December 20, 
2009 

10:30 a.m. 
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The Cross-Lines Lunch Program Committee prepared and served 160 meals 

on Nov. 11. We chose to serve chili, corn, tortilla chips, nacho cheese (donated to 

us), fruit, cookies, and milk for a change. 

It certainly was a popular choice! We drew 

more compliments for the meal than any of us ex-

pected. Those of us who work on the serving line 

get a lot of positive feedback, a lot of praise and 

thanks from the people who come to the kitchen 

for a hot lunch. We feel the ones who really de-

serve the praise are the guys  working so hard in 

the kitchen! 

Harvey Kubie keeps the commercial dishwasher running, constantly supplying 

us with clean serving trays, while also washing pots, pans and other utensils so 

that our clean-up is easier after the meal is over. Hank Higgins operates the man-

ual can opener, sometimes opening over 300 cans of food for a meal. He also 

lends a hand to all of us wherever needed. 

Bob Hahn, Ray Haguewood and Mickey Oliver are the ones who cook or put 

together the food weõve cooked in advance for the meal. They carry the big heavy 

pans of hot food to the steam table and keep us supplied with everything we need 

on the serving line so fast that we rarely have to break the flow of the line.  

Without the help of the  people working behind the scenes, we would be in a 

lot of trouble, so we just want to say, òThanksó guys! 

100TH  A NNIVERSARY  

COMMITTEE  REPORT  

     The October 30th Chili Supper and Bingo Night 

were a big success!  

     We have some awesome chili makersñall dif-

ferent kindsñhot chili, medium hot chili, mild 

chili, white chiliñeven chili dogs! Plus there was 

potato soup for anyone who felt like soup. And 

Bingo was a lot of fun for young and not-so-young 

alike. There were prizes for the winners and all 

the kids won at least one prize!  

     Thank you to Tom Wolfe, who was a fabulous 

bingo caller, although heõs still learning the òLingo 

of Bingo.ó There was a lot of laughter and a lot of òBingos!ó heard through out the 

evening. The big winners for the night? Addison and Brylee Miller, with a little 

help from parents Steve and Trish Miller. 

Some of the kids dressed up in their Halloween finery and they all looked so 

cute that they all ended up winning prizes! 

We also sponsored another movie night in November. Most of the adults en-

joyed August Rush , but Brian Collins, Cherie Daly, Ruth Morrison and her grand-

daughter, Sage, watched UP! It was another fun evening and a great way to raise 

money for the 100th Anniversary Party! 

Watch for more events coming in the new year. The Chili Supper and Bingo 

night were such a big success,  we are looking at doing something similar for Val-

entines Day! And we plan to continue with movie night as well! 

Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

December  3 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Join us to work a lit-

tle, talk and laugh a lot, 

and enjoy our even more 

special than normal, 

Christmas Potluck! Ham 

will be provided so just 

bring a dish to add to the 

feast! Everyone is invited! 

The Sewing Group 

would like to extend to all 

and a big thank you for 

all of your support though 

out the past year. We are 

proud of the items we 

make for Presbyterian 

Manor and of the money 

we raise for  the church 

by doing estate and mov-

ing sales. We wouldnõt be 

nearly as successful with-

out the support of all of 

you. 

We are looking for-

ward to 2010 and an-

other year of service to 

the community and the 

church! 
 

We were greatly saddened 

by the death of long-time 

member, Elaine Roy in 

November. Our thoughts 

and prayers are with her 

family and friends. She will 

be missed! 
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World AIDS Day was December 1 and National Hand Washing 

Awareness Week is December 6 ð 12. There is an important link 

between these two events.  

The virus that causes AIDS is still in-

fecting people. We should take precau-

tions to prevent the sharing of body flu-

ids which might contains viruses and 

bacteria. Sometimes accidents occur or 

mistakes are made which result in expo-

sure to these germs.  If this happens, 

immediate, thorough hand washing is 

very important to decrease the risk of illness. Below is a recom-

mended way to do hand washing: 

 Get your hands wet under a running water and then place 

soap in your palm.  

 Now move your hand way from the running water and scrub 

your hands together working the soap around the finger nails, the 

back of the hands, around the fingers, and up to the wrist.  Use a 

fingernail to clean under your fingernails. 

 Work the soap around for around 15 seconds and then rinse 

the soap clear of your hands. 

Dry your hands 

Of course good hand washing prevents illness even when we are 

not aware of exposure to viruses or bacteria. That is why it is impor-

tant to wash your hands whenever they are dirty (after using the 

bathroom, before eating, after you cover your nose or mouth to 

sneeze or cough). It is also important to wash your hands after you 

take off gloves worn to protect yourself when picking up communion 

cups or cleaning a bleeding cut. 

B Y  L I N D A  W I L L I A M S  

 

     As we end this year and look forward 

to another of service, Shawnee Mission 

Meals on Wheels extends Holiday 

Greetings to our volunteers and clients. 

     Our heartfelt thanks to Overland 

Park Presbyterian Church for letting us 

be a part of the church family since 

1972. Your generosity is overwhelming! 

     Want to help with this program? Donations and Drivers gladly 

accepted! Drop by our office off the stage in the Fellowship Hall and 

see Marilyn Batt, director, or contact her at phone (913)642-0489  

Last Minute Shopping to do?

Confused about what to get the 

people on your Christmas List?  
The holidays are fast approach-

ing and our gift cards make an easy 

way to do your shopping! 

You can buy 

a card and 

give it as a 

presentñ

there are 

bookstores, 

restaurants, 

theaters, de-

partment 

storesñOR 

buy cards for 

yourself to 

use while you shop for others! 

Landõs End, The Bass Pro Shop, JC 

Penny, Best Buy, Cabalas, Old Navy, 

the list goes on and on. 

When you buy a gift card through 

us, we receive a percentage back. 

Tim and Ruth Vogt are on duty every 

Sunday morning to help you make a 

selection and purchase cards.  

 

 

Presbyterian Women are studying 

the book of Joshua this year.  At our 

meeting on Dec. 10, we will have the 

opportunity to watch the Veggie Tales 

"Josh and the Big Wall".  

 Come join us at 10:00 a.m. in Fel-

lowship Hall. We will have a Christmas 

potluck luncheon following our study. 

Join us and bring a friend! 

I would like to express a huge Thank You to the Board of Deacons 

for a great year of service. We accomplish a lot by working as a unit. 

You are much appreciated for your efforts! A special thanks to Pat 

Glauser who also pitched in to help. She is still a deacon at heart! 

  God Bless You All, 

   Marilyn Batt , Moderator 


